
SAMPFORDS PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES of Parish Assembly held on Thursday 2 April 2015 in the Village Hall.

Present:

Mr C Robinson - in the Chair
Mr M Boughtwood
Mr William Burton
Mrs Rhiann Chappell

Mr G Keen
Mrs J Lawrence
Mr George Smith
Ms K Thompson

District Councillor S Howell
County Councillor S Walsh
Mrs S Parker (clerk)
1 member of the public

Chris welcomed everyone to the meeting.

1. Apologies for absence Mike Palmer, Kay Adye

2. Minutes of the Parish Assembly held on 3rd April 2014, which had been previously circulated, were signed 
as correct. Proposed by Graham and seconded by Martin

3. Reports from County Councillor and District Councillor.

County Councillor Simon Walsh had sent a comprehensive report for April 2015 which was circulated to 
all councillors and available at the meeting.  It will be put on the Website and on the parish noticeboard. 

Simon was asked about provision of a new primary school in Thaxted which would become necessary if the 
proposed new housing is approved.  Also Sampford School is oversubscribed.  Simon said that until all the 
local primary schools are full there are no plans for a new school.  One primary school in the area has 
places.

George asked if the Kier development on the Thaxted Road in Saffron Walden still included provision of a 
new sports centre.  Simon reported that this development application has gone to appeal.

Simon was asked about the request from the Parish Council for speed reduction measures for Parsonage 
Farm Lane.  He reported that Rissa Long had explained that if speed bumps are installed street lights have 
to accompany them, thus urbanising a rural area.  It was pointed out to Simon that there are several  sites 
locally where this does not apply and he agreed to point this out to Rissa.  It was felt that a possible 20mph 
speed limit extended from outside the school along to Monks Corner and up the lane which she had 
suggested would not really solve the problem in the Lane.  The decision regarding a 20 mph limit outside 
the school will  not be taken this year as the Local Highways Panel has allocated its funds for this year. 

District Councillor Simon Howell  reported on his activities over the year and particularly noted the 
success of Uttlesford's recycling scheme, but more savings could be made if everyone tried just a bit 
harder!.  His report will also be available on the noticeboard and on the Website.

The recent notification from Simon Walsh concerning the revised route for the construction traffic for the 
Lightsource solar farm at Hawkspur Green had been circulated to councillors.  The new route for traffic 
would come over Little Sampford Bridge, up past the church and along the very narrow lane with sharp 
blind bends, to the site.  This was considered to be a totally unsuitable route, as would the route from Little 
Bardfield.  There was opposition to the new solar farm, and Simon felt it would be a difficult one to fight on 
planning regulation grounds, but the unsuitable access from any direction and the visual effect from the 
surrounding areas should be stressed in any correspondence to the planners at Uttlesford.  Simon Howell 
has ensured that the application will be discussed in full Council.  The Parish Council and all residents are 
urged to write to Uttlesford planners and to the Highways department at Essex CC to protest about the 
damage to the lanes and the disruption the traffic would cause to local residents, and to mention the visual 
effect of the solar panels from the surrounding area.  It would appear that visits from members of the 
Highways department to contested sites such as this one are relatively rare, with decisions often being 
decided by them looking on 'Google'. 

4. Chairman's Report

The Chairman's report was circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting and was available to those 
attending the meeting.  It will be put on the Website and on the PC noticeboard.

4.1.He outlined the composition of the Council as comprising 9 councillors, 6 from Great and 3 from Little 
Sampford.  Elections are held every four years and the term of office of the current members will 
expire on 31 March 2015.   Martin Boughtwood will retire from the Council after 14 years as a 
Councillor.  Mike Palmer has also decided to retire but he has kindly agreed to continue to offer his 
services to the Council on planning matters where he has considerable e expertise.  Chris thanked them  
both for their invaluable contributions.  They will be sorely missed.

4.2.Meetings.  There had been 6 regular Council meetings during the year plus the Annual Parish meeting. 
There had been an average attendance of Councillors at regular Council meetings of 82%.



4.3.Finance.  Chris explained that the total amount of Council Tax levied by Uttlesford is 3% less than the 
amount levied in 2014-2015.  The Parish Precept (that part of the Council Tax bill levied by the Parish 
Council) was 1.6%  less than the amount levied in 2014-2015.  The reason for this results from the 
prudent management of the finances of the Village Hall Committee (under the leadership of James 
Smith as Chairman and Jill Palmer as Treasurer).  It cannot be over emphasised that the income stream 
for the Village Hall Committee is largely dependent on letting income from hiring out the Hall and he 
encouraged everyone to consider hiring the hall whenever  possible. No contribution  to the VHC's 
funds has been requested during the year under review but the Council has been put on notice that we 
may be asked to underwrite that part of the cost of replacing the two boilers at the School that is due to 
be met by VHC.  (It  may be possible to obtain a grant for this amount).

Chris then listed what the Council had done during the year, and what their plans are for the coming year.  
Details of this are in his report.

5. Questions

There were no further questions but Sue Collins, Churchwarden at St Michael's, thanked the Council for 
their decision to help the two Churches in the parish with their grass cutting during the growing season.

Chris thanked all the Councillors and the Clerk for all their help and support over the year.  He also thanked 
Simon Howell  who as District Councillor has attended most of the PC meetings and has given his advice and 
help whenever necessary.  He also thanked Simon Walsh who receives many requests from the PC and works at 
County level to support us.

The meeting ended at 9.10pm

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be the AGM on May 14 in the  Village Hall.

Sarah Parker, Clerk, 11.4.2015.
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