
SAMPFORDS PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES of a meeting  held on Thursday 25 June 2015 in the Village Hall .
PRESENT:

Mr Chris Robinson
Mrs Kay Adye
Mr Graham Keen

Mrs Jane Lawrence
Mr George Smith
Rhiann Chappell

Ms Kath Thompson
Mrs Sarah Parker (Clerk)
4 members of the public

1 Public Forum. Two members of the public brought their concerns over school parking at drop off 
and collection times.  In spite of repeated requests and notices not to stop outside the school there 
are several parents who repeatedly park outside the school entrance wall, making the area dangerous
for children.  They requested that the PC support a petition to have railings outside the school on the
pavement.  This would stop cars parking as they would not be able to open their doors if parked 
against the railings.  This had been discussed previously and it was felt that railings were unsightly 
in front of the school, but with concern mounting regarding safety Wendy Peacock agreed to raise a 
petition for this from parents, and the PC will then take the matter further with the  Highways 
department.  It was noted that most schools in the area have railings outside them for this reason.

Parsonage Farm Lane speeding.  Sean McHale reported that he had been in touch with Hannah 
Griffiths, the Community Police Officer regarding using a speed gun in the lane.  This was ruled out
as there are no street lights or a speed limit other than that for country roads, i.e. 60 mph, 50 mph for
goods vehicles.  Sean suggested new signage and a speed reduction from 60 mph to 20/30 mph.  The
police could then enforce the limit.  It transpired that the main offender is the refuse lorry which 
collects on Wednesdays from the lane (not Thursdays as for the rest of the village).  The vehicle 
drives exceedingly fast and has had to skid to a halt on occasions when needed to stop.  Simon 
Howell had spoken to UDC about the refuse lorries but did not realise that they go up the lane on 
Wednesdays.  He will speak to the supervisors again.  Sean gave councillors a copy of his 
suggestions, which the Clerk was requested to circulate to all councillors

2 Apologies for absence.  William Burton, Gordon Deuce, Simon Walsh and Clare Watkins.

3 Minutes.  The minutes of the meeting on 14 May, which had been circulated, were approved with 
two amendments:  15.10.para 3  should read 'curriculum of in school time'. Also it should read 2015 
not 2016.  Proposed by George and seconded by Rhiann.

4 Declarations of Interest on items on the Agenda. Jane:- WI and Village Hall, and planning at 
Sudbury Cottage.  George:- Cricket Club.  Chris:- Village Hall.

5 Matters Arising
5.1 Defibrillator.  Rhiann agreed to arrange for training on the defibrillator which would include 

CPR training at the same time. The PCC are to meet soon when the siting of a proposed 
defibrillator for Little Sampford would be discussed

5.2 Broadband  It would appear that a decision from UDC to award the contract tor Buzzcom  is 
not imminent.

5.3 Speeding in Parsonage Farm Lane.  This was dealt with in the public forum

5.4 Howe Lane.  Sarah had written to Highways about the Lane but had heard nothing.  Kay 
reported that although it is dry at present, the lay-bys will be just as bad as ever in the winter 
months

6 Correspondence

A letter of thanks had been received from Citizens Advice Bureau for the grant from the PC.
Essex CC had offered road salt for the village under the Salt Bag Scheme.  It was agreed that there 
was enough  salt stored at Salix Farm and Kath and Graham would inspect the bins to see if they 
need filling before the winter. Sarah has the code for the salt bin by the OP bungalows.

7 Reports from County and District Councillors.
Simon Walsh sent a brief report.  He has been elected Chairman of the local highways panel and 
will contact parishes regarding contacting Highway Rangers. The proposal to identify Quiet Lanes 
has not made any progress yet.  If speed humps were to be installed in Parsonage Farm Lane Rissa 
Long confirmed that this would necessitate street lighting at the site.  The 20 mph speed limit 



outside the school is still being validated so there is no progress..  He suggests that there will be an 
appeal following the refusal for the solar farm at Hawkspur Green as the land has changed hands.

Simon Howell informed the Council that he is now in charge of Finance for the District Council and 
also in charge of administration.  Recycling revenue has dropped and UDC now has to pay £70 - £80 
a ton to send non-recycled refuse to landfill.  UDC have joined with 3 other authorities which will 
help to keep costs down.
He reported that there were extensive grounds for refusal of the Solar Farm so hoped that an appeal  
would not be successful.  He suggested that any new housing development in the village at present 
could result in more housing than the village would find acceptable because of the huge pressure for 
4,000 new houses across Uttlesford.

8 Community Achievement Award.  This will be for next year so not applicable
9 Community Grant Scheme.  Sarah had contacted the planning department so see if planning consent

would be necessary.  She had sent photos and an explanation of what is proposed.  She has since 
heard that planning consent is needed and will fill in the necessary forms on behalf of the PCC.

10 Highway Rangers.  Nothing had been heard from HR.  Sarah would contact them again requesting  
them to clear the ivy from behind the bus shelter in Moor End and paint it.

11 Footpath Booklet.  No news.  Chris would contact the map writer.

12 Play Area Shed.  As requested, Sarah had contacted Will Parker regarding the demolition of the 
shed.  Meanwhile Sue Johnston from the Baptists had informed the PC that children were climbing 
on the roof and the shed needs to be taped off with hazard tape.  Will Parker kindly agreed to do this 
for the PC and will get a quote for the demolition.  Kath and Graham will inspect the mower which 
lives in the shed as, if it is at all serviceable, it could be used to cut some of the footpaths in the 
village.

13 Reports from Parish Councillors on their areas of responsibility.

13.1 Play Area: (KA, KT, GS)  The RoSPA Safety Report had shown the area to be in the 'high' risk 
category, but when councillors went through the report there would appear not to be many 
outstanding items in need of attention.   Graham and Kath had attended to several of those 
highlighted in the report and the Council authorised the councillors responsible for the area to 
purchase necessary remedial equipment and carry on with anything which needs doing, including
new signage and catches for the gates.   This proposal was proposed by Chris and seconded by 
Rhiann.
Sarah reported that the crossbar on the zipwire had been replaced by Fenland Leisure.

Youth.  Alfie and Ollie are still 'on track' to go to Nepal in August where they will undertake aid
work.

13.2 Planning (MP WB)

13.2.1 Planning Applications   -     Little Sampford.  Sudbury Cottage, Cornish Hall end 
Road. 2 storey side extension.  Internal alterations, landscaping, Removal and 
replacement of rear conservatory.  No comments.

13.2.2 Affordable Housing  Hastoe Housing had sent a preliminary plan which had been
drawn up with the relevant landowner's agreement.  As there is no Uttlesford 
Local Plan and there is huge pressure for at least 4,000 new houses within 
Uttlesford, it was felt that this was not the time to suggest a housing scheme in the
village as we could be presented with a much larger development than the village 
would find acceptable.  The Council unanimously decided to postpone the 
proposed development as they had already recommended rejection of a previous 
housing scheme on the same site. Sarah would inform Hastoe Housing of the 
decision.

13.3 Grass-cutting & Trees  (GK) The grasscutting is looking up to date and well done. 
Kath reported a suspected case of Ash die back on a tree by the OP bungalows.  Sarah would 
contact the tree specialist at Essex CC.

2



13.4 Publicity.  (JL) Jane has put a Parish Council report in the forthcoming edition of Ambo for
which she was thanked.

13.5 Website. (GS & RC)  Photos needed for the website from Kath, Kay and William.  To Sarah
please.

13.6 Neighbourhood Watch (RC) Rhiann gave her name to PC McHale to pass on to Hannah 
Griffiths as the NW representative.

13.7 Liaison with village organisations.(RC)  Rhiann noted that the PTA had had to cancel their 
event through lack of support. 
Forthcoming events include, the Grand Sale at St Michael's in aid of church funds on Saturday 
4th July from 10.30 – 12.   Sunday 12 July, Pet service at St Michael's.  WI Cream Tea Afternoon 
at The Firs, Moor End  18th July Sampfords Village Flower Show and Fete.

13.8 Transport. (GK) .The PC is waiting for the results of the findings on the bus routes.
Village Assets.  Graham agreed to mend one of the panes in the upper part of the  phone box 
with perspex.  He and Kath had cleared out the box

13.9 Village Hall. (CR & JL) Chris had spoken to Jill Palmer who had no news as to whether a grant 
would be requested from the PC towards the new boiler  She is applying for grants but the PC 
may be required to give financial support for this.  

Jane reported on the problems the WI are having regarding their regular meeting slot in the Hall. 
The hall is now needed for extra classes for the school and the WI will have to decide whether to 
change their meeting day, which as demonstrated would not be set in stone, or whether to go to 
Finchingfield Hall.  This will be a committee decision in the near future.  It was felt a shame that 
who could do what and when was not apparently mentioned in the Joint Use Agreement which 
would have prevented this situation.

13.10 Sport.  (GS) Cricket is going well.  The coaching has been disbanded for the present as there are
no volunteers willing to take it on.

13.11 Highways and Footpaths.  Kay and Jane reported on several popular footpaths which are in 
great need of attention.  They gave Sarah details and she will write to the landowners in question 
asking for their prompt attention.

14 Finance  An up to date Receipts and Payments review was circulated to all councillors.

Ratification for cheque no 100736 for £250 to Uttlesford CAB for PC grant was received.
Cheques for signature:

100737 to Play Safety Ltd, £110.40 for annual Play Area inspection
100738 to Waples Wines, £59.40 for wine for Colin Parker (as agreed at previous meeting)

100739 to Sarah Parker, £821.07, 1st quarter pay.
All cheques proposed by George and seconded by Graham

15 Further items for discussion only.  Colin Parker had sent thanks for the wine given by the PC and 
said that it would be much enjoyed.

The meeting closed at 9.11pm

THE NEXT MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL WILL BE ON
THURSDAY 17 SEPTEMBER AT 8PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL

Sarah Parker, Clerk.  29 6 15
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