
SAMPFORDS PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES of a meeting  held on Thursday 12 March 2015 in the Village Hall .
PRESENT:

Mr Martin Boughtwood
Mr William Burton (in the chair)
Mr Graham Keen

Mrs Jane Lawrence
Mr George Smith

Ms Kath Thompson
Mrs Sarah Parker (Clerk)

1 Public Forum. A parishioner reported recurrent problems with rats in gardens adjoining the Play area 
from the Old Post Office to the Baptist Church. This problem was reported in May 2014. Uttlesford 
DC have outsourced their pest control services, and a representative has visited the sites.  It was agreed
that Sarah would write a note from the PC to all the relevant householders asking for their co-operation
in exterminating the rats. Particular concern was expressed as rats have been seen on the Play Area.
A resident from Parsonage Farm Lane attended the meeting to ask if the PC could suggest a scheme to 
reduce speeding in the Lane.  Dog walkers and mothers taking children to school are now frightened to
walk in the lane. There have been accidents caused purely by speeding. Sarah would put a message on 
SS referring to speeding in the lane and also throughout the village.  A note would be sent to residents 
at Parsonage Farm asking them to make allowances for the residents in the Lane asking them to keep 
their speed down. Sarah will write to Simon Walsh requesting a speed bump at the bottom of the lane.

2 Apologies for absence.  Chris Robinson, Mike Palmer, Rhiann Chappell, Clare Watkins and Simon 
Walsh.

3 Declarations of Interest on items on the Agenda.  Jane: WI and Village Hall, Martin: Youth Club 
and Village Hall and George: Cricket Club.

4 Minutes  of meeting held on 22 January which had been previously circulated were signed as correct.  
Proposed by Kath and seconded by Martin.

5 Matters Arising

5.1 Defibrillator.  Chris had not heard from Mr Bluett at The Creamer Fund regarding a 
defibrillator for Little Sampford.  George is in touch with Chris Green regarding dates for 
further training on the device.
Sarah will contact Rhiann regarding the electrical certificate necessary from Will Parker.

5.2 Broadband  Buzcom will hear from UDC at the end of the month whether they will be 
considered for the Broadband contract.

5.3 CAB grant request.  It was decided to defer a decision on either an ongoing contribution which 
would be funded from a small increase in the precept, or a 'one off' payment.  Sarah would write
to CAB with this information.  It was noted that 50 residents from the Sampfords had used their
advice with 195 issues. 

5.4 Steps above stables.  William had kindly repaired the steps on the footpath which comes out 
onto the  brow of the hill above the stables in Moor End.  These had been damaged by horses.

5.5 Churchwardens meeting with Martin and Chris Butcher.  Martin has arranged to meet with 
the Churchwardens at Great and Little Sampford  and Chris Butcher to discuss grasscutting in 
the churchyards.

6...Correspondence
• Howe Lane problems.  Sarah had sent a detailed list of highway problems around the village, 

including Howe Lane, Maynards Lane and Sparepenny Lane North to Rissa Long at Highways.  The 
reply was that these were 'mainly maintenance issues which the Customer Service Team will be able 
to assist with'.  Nothing has been heard from the CST.  Sarah would telephone Rissa again. 
Meanwhile more and more complaints come to the Council regarding these issues.

• Deer Sign.  Following concerns from residents about deer regularly crossing the road beyond Anso 
Corner with consequent problems when they are hit. Sarah requested a sign and has heard that it will 
be 'put forward for the initial validation with a view to it then being included as a scheme for 
possible future funding'.

• Letters of thanks had been received from Alfie Cole and Ollie Smith following the £250 grant to each
of them towards their forthcoming trip to Nepal.



• The invoice for £1,000 from Chris Butcher for installation of the new goal posts, cutting back hedge 
along the High Path and tree work in the Play Area was approved.  It was agreed he had done a good 
job, removing all the debris and hedge cuttings.

• Speeding in Parsonage Lane.  This item was dealt with in the public forum.

6 Reports from  District Councillors.  Simon Walsh had sent a detailed report on the day of the meeting 
which had been circulated to the Councillors.  The Council would explore the major initiative which is 
being adopted by ECC which is aimed at making country lanes safer and calmer by turning them into 
'Quiet Lanes'.  These lanes would continue to receive a basic level of  maintenance but the routes' status 
change would help calm the traffic, HGVs would be banned and a 20 mph limit would be implemented 
as standard practice.  There is the possibility of only 12 such lanes being adopted across Essex but 
Howe Lane, Parsonage Farm Lane and Maynards Lane would be put forward.  Simon's report will be 
put on the notice board and on the website.
Simon Howell reported on the ongoing work on the new footpath through Hempstead which has, after 
40 years of asking, been started.  He said that that the closure of the Bluebell would not mean it would 
cease to be a pub as it is protected as an asset with UDC.  “It will not be allowed to become a private 
house”.  Simon allocated his Community Grant to the Village Hall funds last year, but he hopes this 
year to assist the PC with a speed reduction scheme for the village.  It has been successful in other 
villages. 

UDC have had no provision of any grants towards young people like Ollie and Alfie's trip abroad for 
volunteer work, but following discussion it may well be that they will in the future have funds available 
for small grants.
He was asked about the renaming of the road from Salix Farm through to Little Sampford Church and 
down to the bridge.  It was felt that the name 'High Trees' which has always been in use be retained for 
part of the lane.  The Emergency Services and delivery vans had been having difficulty finding some of 
the houses.  Sarah would write to UDC to request that High Trees be signed.

7 Highway Rangers.  Sarah would request that HR undertake wood staining of the two bus shelters in the
village.
Also, following the Council tree brashing, there is a lot of loose wood and branches on the banks of the 
lane which are falling into the lane.  They would be asked if they could clear some of this.

8 Footpath Booklet.  Clare reported that the paperwork and maps would be ready in the coming week.
9 Reports from Parish Councillors on their areas of responsibility.

9.1 Play Area: (MB, KT, GS)  The Play area looks good with the new goal posts and nets now 
installed.
Sarah contacted Fenland Leisure who have tightened the the Zip Wire.  Chris Butcher cut the 
grass earlier in the week.

Youth.  Martin reported on future events for the YC which will include an Arts and Crafts day 
at Ilford on 28 March and a fishing day at Little Walden which some members very much enjoy.

9.2 Planning (MP WB)

9.2.1 Planning Applications – Great Sampford:-  There were no significant planning 
applications or decisions.

9.3 Grass-cutting  Nothing to report.  Footpaths. (WB).  Nothing to report.

9.4 Publicity.  (JL) Jane has put a Parish Council report in the forthcoming edition of Ambo for 
which she was thanked.

9.5 Website. (GS & RC) Sarah would put a notice on the website regarding the forthcoming PC 
elections.

9.6 Neighbourhood Watch.  Crime reports are now sent directly to Rebecca Kincaid for inclusion 
in Sampford Signal.

9.7 Liaison with village organisations.  Nothing reported

9.8 Transport. (GK) .Residents are encouraged to use the bus services or they will be withdrawn.
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Village Assets.  Graham would let Sarah have an up to date assessment of the Village assets for
inclusion in the Annual Audit.

9.9 Events.   (RC) Jane reported on a successful quiz which raised £600 for Village Hall funds.
'Mr Perks' the musical will be performed in the Village Hall on 21 and 22 March.  The `Maldon 
Mud Run will take place on 26 April

Litter Pick.  Sarah would write to Mike Lindsell to thank him for his help with the litter pick.
9.10 Village Hall. (CR) Chris reported to Sarah prior to the meeting that he had received an e-mail

from Jill Palmer  (Treasurer to the VHC) saying that the VH will not be calling on the PC for 
financial support for the year to 31 March.  However the two boilers need replacing at a total 
cost of around £105,000. The majority of the cost of this will come from the Local Education 
Authority but there will be a £5,000 charge to the Village Hall and to the school..  It may be  
possible to secure grants for this  but the PC would underwrite the £2,500 which will be charged
to the Village Hall Committee.

9.11 Sport.  (GS) Nothing to report.
10 Finance  An up to date Receipts and payments sheet was circulated to Councillors.

A cheque for £2,000 has been paid into the PC account from the Youth Club for a grant for the zip wire.
It was agreed to donations to Essex Air Ambulance and Thaxted Minibus Trust of £200

Ratification was received for the following cheques totalling £2,025.50
Cheque number:

100720 SSE membership renewal £10
100721 Ollie Smith , grant for Nepal £250
100722 Alfie Cole, grant for Nepal £250
100723 Village Hall annual rent £205
100724 Electric Websites for hosting website for 2014. £260.50
100725 Chris Butcher for play area and tree work, £1000
100726. Red Lion Litter Pick sandwiches £50
Cheques for signing:

100727 Sarah Parker for petty cash £20
100728 Sarah Parker for fourth quarter pay £821.07
100729 Sarah Parker for annual office expenses £550
100730 Essex Air Ambulance £200
100731 Thaxted Minibus Trust £200
All cheques proposed by George and seconded by William.

11 Further items for discussion only. 
• Parish Council Election 7 May. Nomination forms were handed to all councillors.  These to be 

filled in and returned by hand on any working day between 9.30 and 4pm from Monday 30 March 
to Thursday 9 April.  Postal deliveries will not be accepted.   Sarah would put a notice in SS 
informing anyone who would like to stand for election to come to her for a nomination form.

• William thanked everyone for attending and the meeting closed at 10pm.

THE NEXT MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL WILL BE THE ANNUAL PARISH
MEETING ON THURSDAY 2 APRIL 2015 AT 8 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL.

Sarah Parker, Clerk.  17.3.15
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