
SAMPFORDS PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES of the Meeting held on Thursday 22 September 2016 in the Village Hall.

PRESENT:
Mr William Burton 
Mrs Kay Adye
Mrs Lynn Bowles

Mrs Rhiann Chappell
Mr Gordon Deuce
Mr Graham Keen

Mrs Jane Lawrence
Mr George Smith
Ms Kath Thompson

Mrs Sarah Parker
7 members of the public

1 Public Forum.  A suggestion was made that, rather than carry on supporting the present Village Hall, either or 
both of the churches in the village could be altered and updated to incorporate a new Village Hall.  The Chairman
replied that, following a meeting with the RCCE, a debate is coming up with the VH committee to find a way 
forward.  Another resident said the the VHC is able to pay its way with the available annual PC grant but he 
hopes the Parish Council will become Trustees of the Hall.

Martin brought up the 'Right to Buy' legislation which would necessitate UDC selling off their housing stock.  
Simon Howell will comment on this in his report.

Speeding through the village came up again.  Highways have stated that they no longer install physical 
impediments, including speed humps and build-outs.  William would speak to Simon Walsh about the problem.  
It was suggested that the PC asks for volunteers to join a Community Speed Watch group which could monitor 
the problem with a speed gun.  Sarah will put a request in SS for volunteers.

2 Apologies for absence.  Simon Walsh

3 Declarations of interest regarding Agenda items.  George, Cricket Club.   Jane, Village Hall, Kay regarding 
the planning application for Seddlewood Farm.

4 Minutes  of meeting held on 23 June had been previously circulated.  Proposed by Kath and seconded by Kay.
5 Matters Arising.  

5.1 School Parking.  In spite of requests for consultation regarding the pick-up point for the school in the
morning, Sarah had heard nothing from the School Transport department at Essex CC. 

Justin pointed out that a new pick up point near the church would necessitate children crossing a busy 
road.

5.2 VETS Scheme Rhiann reported that she would invite Vicky to come to a PC meeting to explain the
scheme.

5.3 Hill Road Speeding.  Highways state that 'there is no viable solution that could be offered to deal with
vehicles speeding up as they leave the village'.  The PC felt that with the additional traffic envisaged with 
the proposed new outlet at Salix Farm they should press Simon Further for restrictions to be extended up 
the hill.  A request will be put on SS for volunteers to form a Community Speed Watch group.

5.4 Sparepenny Lane North.   Nothing has been heard from Simon Walsh and Highways regarding the
problems in Sparepenny Lane North.

5.5 Village Hall.  The PC is waiting to hear from the Village Hall Committee as to whether they would like
the PC to take over the Trusteeship of the Hall.

6 Correspondence.  A request for financial support from Marie Curie and Essex Air Ambulance had been 
received.  It was decided to support Essex AA as has been done previously.

Sarah read a letter of thanks from Chris Robinson for the case of wine given to him as a 'thank-you' for his 
work as Chairman of the PC for 5 years.

Kay had previously requested a 'deer crossing' sign on the road above Anso Corner where there have been 
several accidents and near misses.  Sarah would write to Hempstead PC as the site is within their village 
boundary.

Land behind Merlins.  The present owners of Merlins want to clear the area behind their house.  The owner of 
the land cannot be found and William suggested it be adopted by the parish Council as a village asset.  This 
suggestion was supported by the Councillors and William will look into this way forward if the land registry 
search and general inquiries as to the owner cannot be found.

Local Plan Some members of the PC had met with the Planning Officer involved with the Call For Sites.  They  
sent a response to UDC Planning Department concerning the  sites in the village which have been approved for 
further consideration.. They do not support the two sites which were identified, and itemised their objections.  
The decision will be made at the end of September.

7 Reports from County and District Councillors.   Simon Howell reported that he had attended a number of 
workshops and meetings recently in connection with the Local Plan. Some key decisions on where to place the 
additional 5,000 new houses will be taken over the next few weeks. UDC supports a hybrid solution, with 
additional housing allocated to the main towns and villages, plus the possibility of one or two new settlements. 



Simon reminded the Council that two sites had been proposed for new housing in Great Sampford and UDC's 
planning officer has identified both sites as being suitable for development. It was noted the Parish Council had 
responded to the consultation pointing out a number of difficulties with both locations. Simon Howell advised 
that it is realistic to expect that Great Sampford will be allocated some housing under the Local Plan. It was noted
that councillors had recently met with planning officers at Uttlesford and been advised to delay the investigation 
of possible sites for Rural Exception Housing for the village until the outcome of the Local Plan is known.
He said that he would forward to parish councillors for information a briefing note prepared by UDC on 'Quiet 
Lanes'.

Simon informed the Parish Council of two consultations currently taking place relating to the Local Council Tax 
Support Scheme (LCTS) and UDC's budget for 2017/18. He reported UDC is proposing to freeze the LCTS 
contribution rate paid by working age recipients at 12.5% for the fourth consecutive year and that UDC's scheme 
is the most generous in Essex. UDC currently subsidises town and parish councils to ensure they are not 
disadvantaged financially by the LCTS scheme. However, the Government's transitional funding of the LCTS 
scheme has ended and UDC is proposing to do away with this cross-subsidy over a two year period, which will 
have an adverse impact of approximately £400 on the Parish Council's budget.

In response to a question from a member of the public, Simon Howell reported that it looks likely the 
Government's announcement to extend the 'Right to Buy' to Housing Association tenants will have a negative 
impact on Uttlesford's council housing estate. The Government is proposing that Housing Associations will be 
compensated for any losses by local authorities being required to sell their council houses when they become 
vacant. Simon reiterated that sheltered housing will be exempt from this requirement. However, if this proceeds 
it means that over time Uttlesford will be required to sell the bulk of its council houses. Simon said he was 
supportive of the principle of 'Right to Buy' and the Government's policy is designed to address problems in a 
number of inner-city councils. Nevertheless, the way the proposals are structured is very frustrating. Uttlesford is
one of only a few councils in England still building council houses and UDC has always been very supportive of 
the principle of providing council housing in the District. Simon reported the UDC has written to the relevant 
Minister expressing concerns at the implications of the Government's policy and Sir Alan is aware of UDC's 
concerns. Simon said he hoped the Government will have a rethink of how the policy is implemented..  William 
thanked Simon who left the meeting.

Simon Walsh had sent a report which was circulated to the Councillors and will be put on the website.

8 Highway Rangers.  The steps up the bank in Howe Lane have been restored to a high standard.

9 Footpath Booklet.  If the booklet is no further on by the October meeting it will be sent to a commercial printer.

10 Reports from Parish Councillors on their areas of responsibility.

10.1 Play Area: (KT,KA, GS) Kath and Graham noted that all the fences surrounding the play area need
replacing.  It was agreed to look at them again in the Spring.. New signs had been put up for 'no dogs' and 
'no kite flying', as required in the play area safety inspection.

Table tennis table.  Fenland Leisure who provided the zip wire, sent a quote for the TTT with several 
alternative options for the ground stabilisation of the playing area.  There were several comments as to 
whether it would be used appropriately.  Sarah would investigate the various surfacing options with 
Fenland Leisure.  If the TTT is installed it would have to be completed before March 2017.  The grant 
from UDC is for £1,000.

Youth  Kay reported that there had been good attendances with 50 on the previous evening.  Go-Karting, 
a visit to the Clothes Show, Laser Tag, Fishing and Scuba Diving were all on the list for YC activities.

10.2 Planning Applications (WB, GD)
There were no significant comments on the following applications
Seddlewood Farm, Howe Lane, GS UTT/16/1729/FUL.  Change of use and conversion of existing 
outbuildings to 1 holiday let, incorporating new roofs, windows, doors, rooflights and flues.  Landscaping
works, ramps and decking areas.
Jaspers, Howe Lane. UTT/16/1888/HHF. Erection of single storey rear extension, front porch, cart 
lodge and conversion of garage to annexe.
Riverside Cottage, Hill Road. UTT/16/2105/HHF Replacement chimney
19 Willets Field UTT/16/2532/HHF  Demolition of existing rear conservatory and erection of single 
storey front and rear extensions.
A letter of objection was sent regarding:
Little Clarks, Thaxted Road.  UTT/16/1923/HHF  Demolition of exterior storage room  Erection 
of single storey extension incorporating 2 bay garage.  It was felt that the property had  been 
extended over the years from a cottage to a large house.  The proposed extension would be 
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prominent on the top of the hill in the front of the house.  A stand alone garage to the rear of the 
property would be preferable.

10.3 Grass-cutting  The High Bank needs cutting again.  Graham would speak to Chris Butcher. Otherwise
the village looks tidy and the grass well cut.  He would also ask him to cut a  branch from the Willow 
tree by the bridge.

10.4 Publicity.  Jane was thanked for her Parish Council article for the recent copy of AMBO.
She reported the recent award to Michelle Wisbey for 2016 Montessorian of the Year.  Pat Bricheno has 
had a book published on bullying in schools and Graham Whippy has been awarded the MBE for his 
work for dementia sufferers. Congratulations to all.

10.5 Website. (GS & RC) The domain name is still in the name of previous parish councillor Brian Rees, and
Colin has paid the £6 annual fee.  It is suggested that it be agreed with Brian to transfer ownership to a 
councillor in future. Sarah will contact him.  Broadband  Nothing had been heard from County 
Broadband.  William will contact Alan Haselhurst to find out the company who have installed fast 
broadband to Duddenhoe End.  He will invite them to a PC meeting.  Events:  

10.6 Neighbourhood Watch.  It was decided to omit this item from further Agendas. 

10.7 Liaison with village organisations.  The fete was successful.  The Cricket Club is struggling.

10.8 Transport.  (GK) Dial a Ride now seems to be working well with collection from the passenger's house.  

10.9 Village Assets.  All in good order.  There is no money from ECC for new bus shelters.

10.10 Village Hall.  (JL)   An annual bike ride will use the VH grounds on Sunday 25th September and
members of the VHC will be assisting with the arrangements.  Rhian asked for photographs for the VH 
calendar to be sent to Wendy Peacock.  In January there will be a celebration of 20 th anniversary of the 
handing over of the Village hall.

10.11 Sport.  (GS) Nothing to report

10.12 Highways and footpaths..(WB & GD)The stile from Sparepenny Lane North to the horse field has not
yet been replaced.  Many footpaths have been ploughed up and it is hoped they will be re-instated in the 
near future.

11 Finance  

11.1 Authorisation was given for the following cheques totalling £2,444.79 Proposed by Rhiann and
seconded by Gordon.

Cheque number:

100777 to Archer Signs for £116.64 (no kite flying)

100778 to Mitie Pest Control for £86.71

100779 to Waples Wines for £119.88 (wine for Chris Robinson)

100780 to Archer Signs for £21.36 (no dogs x 3)

100781 to EALC for £63.50 (Charles Arnold Baker, directory for Council Administration)

100782 to Gillett and Johnston £629.64 (Village Clock repair)

100783 to Fenland Leisure Products for £360 (re-tensioning the zip wire)

100784 to Sampfords Baptist Church for £100. (annual play area rent)

100785 to to Sarah Parker for £821.06, 2nd quarter pay

100786 to Colin Parker for £6.00 for renewal of website domain.

100787 to PKF Littlejohn for £12.00 for annual audit fee

Notice of conclusion of Audit has been put on the notice board, together with copies of the accounts.  This 
information will also be put on the website.

12 Further items for discussion only. 

• William reported that he had attended the opening of the Hastoe Housing affordable housing development at
Wimbish and noted their very high standard..  Hastoe stressed that, should the PC go ahead with AH it must
stress that the houses are solely for Sampford residents.

• William thanked everyone for attending and the meeting closed at 9.30pm

THE NEXT MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL WILL BE  ON THURSDAY 27 OCTOBER
2016 AT 8 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL.

Sarah Parker, Clerk.  27.9.16
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