
SAMPFORDS PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES of a meeting  held on Thursday 21 January 2016 in the Village Hall.
PRESENT:

Mr Chris Robinson
Mr William Burton
Mrs Rhiann Chappel

Mrs Jane Lawrence
Mr George Smith
Ms Kath Thompson
Mrs Kay Adye

Mr Gordon Deuce
Mr Graham Keen
Mrs Sarah Parker (Clerk)

1 Public Forum. 

There were no questions.
2 Apologies for absence.  County Councillor Simon Walsh and District Councillor Simon Howell.

3 Minutes.  The minutes of the meeting on 29 October, which had been circulated, were approved; 
proposed by William and seconded by Kay.

4 Declarations of Interest on items on the Agenda. Jane:- WI and Village Hall,   George:- Cricket 
Club.  Chris:- Village Hall.

5 Matters Arising
5.1 Defibrillator.  Chris reported on a very successful defibrillator training session and thanked 

Rhiann for her help with the organisation.  Will Parker has said that the defib for Little 
Sampford will be fitted during the week starting 8th February. It was agreed to send a cheque for
£50 to the Heartbeat Trust who have provided the devices and undertaken the training..

5.2 The petition for school parking problems has been shelved for the time being.  These have 
improved a little recently.

5.3 County Broadband:  A summary by James Salmon of County Broadband had been circulated 
on 21st January to councillors regarding CB's presentation to the PC in October 2015.  Gordon 
reported that Andrew Berisford at Hempstead Hall had paid for his connection for County 
Broadband and and has given an invite to residents of Hempstead to visit his house on 28 
January to see the improvement and hopefully to sign up for a beam from his device to theirs. 
This invitation is also extended to members of Sampfords Parish Council. The Hempstead 
Parish Council have decided not to fund the scheme and hope that local businesses will come 
up with the necessary funding to bring faster broadband to the village.  It was decided to invite 
Mr Salmon to come to the Parish Meeting on 7th April to  speak to the open village meeting  to 
ascertain the potential demand for the service.  Chris will let Sarah know if this date is suitable 
for Mr Salmon and then she will put an announcement in the forthcoming AMBO inviting 
residents to the meeting.

5.4 Enforcement re advertising boards.  Sarah had reported the problem to UDC and the problem
was 'listed'.  Meanwhile George has noticed that there are still estate agent hoardings lying on 
the grass verge at the entrance to Homebridge.  He has kindly agreed to return them to their 
respective firms.

6 Correspondence.  It was agreed to renew the PC subscription of £10 to Stop Stansted Expansion.

The editor of Ambo and her editorial and production committee had written to the PC asking for 
funding for the magazine.  Their income comes from advertising although the local clubs and 
societies are not charged for their entries, and as the magazine has flourished, going into colour 
and winning regular accolades for the county magazine competition, the costs had risen.  The PC 
felt that AMBO is an important  part of  village communication and should be supported.  It was 
agreed to give them £500. Proposed by Graham and seconded by Kath.

7 Reports from County and District Councillors.

Simon Walsh sent a short report which was circulated to the Councillors.  
Simon Howell sent two reports, both were circulated to the Councillors.  A copy of the 'Call for 
Sites' for the local plan was as expected.  The results of this will not be known until after a further 
consultation in November 2016, and the Local Plan will then be submitted in March 2017 with the 
public examination by the inspector in August-September 2017.  The PC was firm in its comments 
on the recent consultation.



8 Community Grant Scheme.  Sarah reported that the work relating to the car park at St Michael's will
be undertaken in February.  The invoices have to be submitted to UDC by mid March to qualify for 
their grant.  Sarah would let Chris have a copy of the PCC Minutes regarding  their contribution to 
these works

9 Litter Pick.  The date was agreed for Saturday 19th March.  Mike Lindsell has agreed to co-ordinate 
the arrangements.  Rhiann will organise sandwiches at the Red Lion following the Pick.

10 Highway Rangers.  Nothing had been heard from HR except that they had removed the seat from 
outside the Baptist Church for cleaning.  It still has not been returned.   Sarah would write again 
regarding the bus shelters..  

11 Footpath Booklet.  Sarah had written to Mr Turmer regarding finishing the work on the booklet by 
the end of the financial year.  She has not had a reply.  If he cannot do so the PC will make alternative
arrangements.

12 Reports from Parish Councillors on their areas of responsibility.
12.1 Play Area: (KA, KT, GS)  The Play area is in good order and Kath fills in the safety book on a

regular basis.  Mitie had sent a report on their findings over the year.  They had not found recent
evidence of rats and will now replace poison in the boxes with traps.  It was agreed to renew 
their regular visits for another year.

Youth.  Kay has agreed to ask Martin for a report on Youth before each meeting.
12.2 Planning (GD WB) The Local Plan Call for Sites is available on the UDC planning website.  At 

http://www.uttlesford.gov.uk/callforsites.  This includes a useful interactive map.  Two sites have
been put forward in Gt Sampford for up to 140 new houses. Just because the owner of the site 
believes it is suitable for development it does not mean that Uttlesford will share this view. There
will be a further consultation in November/December 2016 on the Local Plan and this will 
include details of the sites that have been selected for development.

Planning Application:  Hole Farm.  Conversion of barn to dwelling.  There were no adverse 
comments made.

12.3 Grass-cutting & Trees  (GK)  It was felt that Chris Butcher does a very good job of the grass 
cutting in the village and that the PC would renew his contract for another year.

12.4 Publicity.  (JL) Jane will put a Parish Council report in the forthcoming edition of Ambo for
which she was thanked.

12.5 Website. (GS & RC)  Information for the website to be sent to Rhiann. Events include the 
Cricket Club Quiz on 23 January. 

Broadband.  Dealt with in item 5.3
12.6 Neighbourhood Watch (RC) Reports come through onto SS. Two post boxes had disappeared 

from High Trees and Little Sampford Bridge.  A report had been made of drug dealing at the 
triangle at the top of Howe Lane.  This had been reported to the police.

12.7 Liaison with village organisations.(RC) The Fire Service were thanked for their prompt and 
professional assistance at a recent house fire in the village.  Neighbours had turned out to help 
the family involved and also to give refreshments to the Firemen.

12.8 Transport. (GK)  Graham agreed to attend the next meeting of the Transport report on the local 
bus service.  The final decision on provision of services will be announced in December.  

Village Assets.  A New salt bin had been installed at Willetts  Field.  Sarah would again contact 
Highway Rangers regarding the bus shelters.  Graham would bring quotes for new bus shelters to
the next meeting.

12.9 Village Hall. (CR & JL) Chris had heard from Jill Palmer that the PC will not need to subsidise 
the village hall as things stand at present.  

12.10 Sport.  (GS) George reported that at the Cricket Club AGM in November, Brian Gypps had 
stood down and Simon Hughes has taken on the job of Chairman, and George has been elected as
secretary.  George would let Sue Collins know the changes for AMBO. It was noted that Brian 
Gypps has been made a Life Member of the Cricket Club.
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12.11 Highways and Footpaths.   
Chris had spoken to the Welchmans regarding renewing or strengthening the stile along the 
river bank on their property..  William has the equipment to instal  kissing gates on several sites,
behind the barn at the stables and on the Sparepenny Lane North/South entrance to the horse 
field.  He will contact  Adam Jenkins (footpath officer) to finalise the exact position for these 
new stiles.
Sarah would write to the Kincaids at Hardy's to ask them to keep the hedge cut back on the 
footpath behind their house as it is encroaching on the already narrow path.
Maynards Lane.  The PC were delighted to hear that the road repairs were in process of being 
attended to.  

13 Finance  An up to date bank reconciliation statement was circulated to all Councillors.
The Precept was agreed at £15,000, proposed by Chris and seconded b  Gordon.

Cheques for ratification: totalling £643.32
100748 to Glasdon UK for £213.38 to Glasdon UK for salt bin for Willetts Field.

100749 to Bell Fencing for £199.20 for fencing in Play Area
100750 to Uttlesford District Council for election expenses for 2 wards £206.74

100751 to Sampfords Village Hall £24 for Defibrillator training session.
Cheques for Signing:

100752 to Chris Butcher for £2,976.50 for village grasscutting from 10/3 – 11/11 2015
100753 to Sarah Parker 3rd Quarter pay £821.06

100754  to Sarah Parker for annual office expenses (now including petty cash) £600
The above cheques proposed by Chris and seconded by Kay.

14 Further items for discussion only.  
Rhiann reported that Wendy Peacock is planning an event to celebrate the Queen's 90 birthday 
celebrations in June. Details to follow.
Rhiann will circulate the PC with details concerning VETS which is an emergency telephone 
number scheme for locals who are in difficulty and needing help.  The PC felt in principle that this 
sounded a good idea but will await Rhiann's further details of the scheme.
Chris informed the Council that he will be standing down as Chairman at the AGM in May and will
not be available for election to the PC.  All the other Councillors confirmed that they would be 
standing again at the AGM.  Sarah said that she is willing to stand for another year as Clerk but 
hopes there will be someone willing to take it on in 2017..
Chris thanked everyone for attending.

The meeting closed at 9.05pm

THE NEXT MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL WILL BE ON
THURSDAY 10 March 2016 AT 8PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL

Sarah Parker, Clerk.  27.1.2016
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